
BOARD FOR BRANCH PILOTS MEETING 
MINUTES 

**Hybrid Meeting - In Person & Virtual **

The Virginia Board for Branch Pilots met (in person) on Monday, December 14, 2020, at the 
Virginia Port Authority, 600 World Trade Center, Norfolk, Virginia, with the following members 
present: 

Captain E. Waightstill Avery 
I. Vincent Behm, Jr

Captain Robert H. Callis, III 
Captain J.W. Whiting Chisman, III 

Michael W. Coleman 
Captain January N. Collins 

Thomas P. Host, III 
Patrick B. McDermott 
Christine N. Piersall 

Staff present for all or part of the meeting were: 

Mary Broz-Vaughan, Director (Virtually) 
Kathleen R. Nosbisch, Executive Director (in person) 

Amy Goobic, Executive Assistant (Virtually) 

There was no one present from the office of the Attorney General. 

Members of the Audience (virtually) included: 

Mark Coberly, Manager, Maritime Law Department, Representative from Vandeventer Black and 
Captain Frank Rabena, Virginia Pilot Association 

Finding a quorum of the Board present, Ms. Piersall, President, called the Call to Order 
meeting to order at I 0:31 a.m. 

William Burket, Jr. of the Virginia Port Authority advised the Board of the Safety 
emergency evacuation procedures. Evacuation 

Instructions 
Ms. Nosbisch reminded the Board and meeting attendees of COVID-19 safety 
procedures. 

Captain Chisman moved to approve the agenda as presented. Mr. Host Approval of 
seconded the motion which was unanimously approved via roll call vote by Agenda 
Messrs., Mme. and Captains: Avery, Behm, Callis, Chisman, Coleman, Collins, 
Host, McDermott, and Piersall. 
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Captain Avery moved to approve the minutes from the September 15, 2020 Approval of 
Board meeting as amended. Captain Collins seconded the motion which was Minutes 
unanimously approved via roll call vote by Messrs., Mme. and Captains: A very, 
Behm, Callis, Chisman, Coleman, Collins, Host, McDermott, and Piersall. 

Public Comment There were no public comments. 

Ms. Nosbisch introduced Mark Coberly, counsel to the Virginia Pilot 
Association, and Captain Frank Rabena, who were both present virtually to 
observe the meeting. 

Period 

Captain Callis provided the Board with a report of examinations conducted by Exam 
the Exam Administrators on December 14, 2020. The following report was Administrators 
made: Report 

Zachary Stewart Dodson answered oral questions related to the raise in grade. 
The subjects included safe anchoring positions in Lynnhaven, Sewell's Point 
and Newport News, efficient use of bow and stem thrusters in docking and 
undocking situations, proper use of ship's navigation equipment, anchoring 
light draft vessels in adverse weather, air draft calculations, vessel traffic 
management, COPT (Captain of the Port) orders, MSIB (Marine Safety 
Information Bulletins) and RNA (Regulated Navigation Area) boundaries, 
northeast sea-lane limitations, current marine construction and dredging 
projects, and safe vessel speed. 

Mr. Dodson stood a good examination and was found qualified. Captain Callis 
moved that Mr. Dodson be raised in grade from an Alpha (25,000 gross tons 
and 28 feet maximum draft) to a Bravo License (34,000 gross tons and 31 feet 
maximum draft). Mr. Behm seconded the motion which was unanimously 
approved via roll call vote by Messrs., Mme. and Captains: Avery, Behm, 
Callis, Chisman, Coleman, Collins, Host, McDermott, and Piersall. 

Consideration of 
Renewal of 

Captain A very thanked Captain Rabena and the Virginia Pilot Association 
(VPA) for the protocol set in place for the Board for Branch Pilots License 
Renewal Committee. The Committee met December 7 and 8, 2020. Licenses 

December 7 & 8, 
The members of the Board for Brach Pilots License Renewal Committee have 2020 
reviewed the renewal applications for the 2021 calendar year and present the 
following report: 

Christopher H. Behm; Charles I. Boggs, Jr.; Robert H. Callis, III; Julian 
Wythe Whiting Chisman, III; January N. Collins; Ernest W. Dodson, Jr.; 
Milton B. Edmunds; Michael S. Eubanks; Mark S. Evans; Tazewell 
Fitzgerald; N. Turner Gray, Jr.; Herbert R. Green, III; Nathaniel T. Green, II; 
Adam L. Halstead; Kevin D. Hartz; C. Howard Hoffman; Richard Keith 
Hope; Charles A. Huffman; Chadwick M. Jamison; Jacob R. Johnson; 
Richard A. Lyons; Joseph R. McKnew; Ryan R. Nienstedt; Timothy D. 
































